Scripture Readings for Dealing with Difficult People
Session 1:
Exodus 32:7-14
7 The

Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!’” 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of
you I will make a great nation.”
11 But

Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them
out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 And
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
Jeremiah 5:21-23
21 Hear this, O foolish and senseless people,
who have eyes, but do not see,
who have ears, but do not hear.
22 Do you not fear me? says the Lord;
Do you not tremble before me?
I placed the sand as a boundary for the sea,
a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass;
though the waves toss, they cannot prevail,
though they roar, they cannot pass over it.
23 But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart;
they have turned aside and gone away.
Mark 9:19a
19 (Jesus)

answered them, “You faithless generation, how much longer must I be among you?
How much longer must I put up with you?

Five things to try:
1. Complete the sentence “I do not
want them to know….”
2. Ask, “What is it that they truly want?
What is it like to be in their shoes?
3. Ask, “What am I protecting? What
are they protecting?”
4. Ask, “What am I avoiding? What are
they avoiding?”
5. Ask, “What am I assuming? What are
they assuming?”
Session 2:
Matthew 18: 15-20
15 “If

another member of the church[a] sins against you,[b] go and point out the fault when the
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.[c] 16 But if you
are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

Romans 12:1-21
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,[a] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual[b] worship. 2 Do not be
conformed to this world,[c] but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.[d]
3 For

by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not
all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace

given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
9 Let

love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord.[e] 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14 Bless

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly;[f] do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God;[g] for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No,
“if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

